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Bat night ethical guidance  

Introduction 

Bat nights are a great way to engage and educate communities about local bats, the important 

roles bats play and conservation actions. However, it is important we carry out bat nights 

ethically, which means having a minimal disturbance on our bats, other wildlife and the 

environment.  

 

We encourage all Australasian bat nights to be registered with Australasian Bat Society (ABS) 

so we can promote your event far and wide. You can find out more about registering your bat 

night here: https://www.ausbats.org.au/bat-nights.html. Please note only events that adhere to 

safe and ethical guidelines are accepted during the bat night registration process.  

Ethical considerations  

The following considerations should be taken when organising and running a bat night. These 

considerations can vary depending on the species, location and activities being carried out.  

All events: 

● Plan your event to prevent attendees trampling on native vegetation and where possible 

use designated footpaths. Ensure your event will leave the area in the same or better 

condition.  

● Events which involve direct handling or disturbance of bats must have applicable 

licences and/or permits and be carried out in line with the ABS bat handling guidelines 

and IUCN guidelines for field hygiene, with the appropriate PPE used.  

● Timing of events should be carefully considered in the planning stage to ensure any 

disturbance avoids sensitive times (e.g., maternity season, overwintering, etc.). 

Echolocating bats: 

● The use of acoustic lures also known as call playback may interfere with bat behaviour 

and in some cases put bats at greater risk of predation. For this reason lures should not 

be used during bat night events when the purpose is to make bats more visible to 

participants. 

● Sudden changes in light levels (e.g. white torchlight) can disorient and temporarily blind 

native mammals. We recommend lighting be kept to a minimum, where possible using 

red light. 

https://www.ausbats.org.au/bat-nights.html
https://www.ausbats.org.au/bat-handling-guidelines.html
https://www.ausbats.org.au/iucn-guidelines-for-field-hygiene.html
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● Bat roosts (for example, building roosts, cave roosts etc.) should not be disturbed during 

the bat night. This includes entering the roost and shining light on the roost entrance at 

dusk.   

● If conducting a roost count (counting the number of bats that emerge from a roost) 

attendees should avoid blocking the flight path of any emerging bats and noise should 

be kept to a minimum.  

Flying Foxes:  

● Ensure there is minimal disturbance to the flying fox camp during your bat night, this 

includes avoiding the use of speakers or anything that makes loud, particularly sudden 

noises. 

 

There may be exceptions to the above for situations where research is being carried out in 

addition to the community event (for example, where the use of an acoustic lure is part of the 

survey design for trapping bats). In these cases the appropriate ethical approval and permits 

should be obtained prior to carrying out any event and the relevant guidelines should be 

followed. These activities should only be carried out by those trained and with the appropriate 

technical expertise.  
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